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th a t is in us to  give w ithout though t o f rew ard , we will receive the 
thanks o f those w hom  we help; w hat is m ore im portan t, we will have : 
the satisfaction  o f know ing th a t we have done a job  w orth  doing 
in good, w orkm anlike fashion.
THE RAMAKR1SHNA 
LIBRARY
A  SM A L L  L IB R A R Y  IN  A SM A L L E R  C O L O N Y  IN  T H E  
S U N N Y  P A C IF IC
D. K R 1S H N A M U R T I
'I w a n t  the  m easurem ents o f  a tennis court. C an you give m e the 
in form ation?’ asked an unexpected  d istinguished v isitor on a sunny 
afternoon . T he library  has no sports encyclopaed ia  n o r any book on 
tennis. T he  visitor, w ho w as a  big official in the locality , w anted  
to lay ou t a new  tennis cou rt in his com pound , and he requ ired  the 
co rrec t m easurem ents. He stayed fo r a few m inutes, and  was talking 
to  the C hairm an  o f the lib rary  m anaging com m ittee  about the needs 
o f the tow n. In  the m eantim e we w ere able to locate the inform ation 
requ ired  in one o f  the few sm aller general encyclodaed ias in the 
library . H e noted dow n the in fo rm ation  in h is d iary , and  tak ing  our 
visitor’s book, rem arked  that the existence o f  this lib rary  was one of 
the reasons w hich justified N an d i’s claim  to be the cu ltu ra l cen tre  
o f Fiji. H e added that he had been hun ting  for this in fo rm ation  
fo r the last few days, and said he was glad to  get it in o u r library.
W e get sim ilar enquiries regard ing  trade , tourism , overseas ed u ­
cational facilities, etc. T he  enqu irers a re  both  from  Fiji an d  beyond. 
W e w ere able to give them  m ost o f the p articu la rs  requ ired , and  also 
d irec t them  to p ro p e r places fo r additional in fo rm ation . O n two 
occasions we had to  get trade  d irectories from  N ew  Z ealand  and 
A ustra lia  to  answ er inquiries about som e business agency possibilities 
fo r Swiss and C anad ian  products.
B e g i n n i n g s
T his is the first tim e in the annals o f  Fiji th a t a public lib rary  
has provided such an in fo rm ation  service, and  pursued  it, if necessary, 
to  overseas sources. Previously the few lib raries in Fiji have con ­
fined them selves to  ‘education  and rec rea tion .’
T he  R am akrishna L ibrary  w as founded  in 1928 by M r. N aray- 
anasw am y N aidu , fo rm erly  o f L au toka . H e  gave a  piece o f  land,
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a small building and a good collection o f books, especially in South 
Indian languages. T he lib rary  was then tran sfe rred  to  the then
India Sanm arga Ikya Sangani, the p rem ier educational and  cultural 
institution in the islands. A fte r a few years o f  vigorous activity, 
it went into oblivion fo r various reasons.
Sri Swami R udranada, the P resident o f the Fiji b ranch  o f the 
Ramakrishna mission, m ade a w orld to u r in 1949-50. H e  saw  the 
great services the libraries w ere rendering  in w estern countries, and 
he then decided to  revive this lib rary  as a m eans o f m ass education . 
He brought a qualified and experienced lib rarian  from  India in 1952. 
The control o f the institu tion  w as also tran sfe rred  from  the T IS I 
Sangani to the M ission in the la tte r p a rt o f 1952. A n ad  hoc
committee consisting o f leading law yers, legislators, businessm en, 
journalists, educators and peasan t leaders belonging to  different com ­
munities inhabiting the colony w as form ed to  assist the w ork and 
organisation o f the library . T he D irec to r o f E ducation  w as chosen 
as the patron.
I n a u g u r a t io n
The library had to  be built up m ore o r  less from  scratch . O nly 
fewer than a thousand  books could be salvaged from  the earlie r 
collections, and m ost o f them  proved to  be books fo r school children. 
The original building had also becom e unsuitab le  to  house a library. 
New rooms were taken  on a rental basis, and strenuous efforts w ere 
made to collect and acqu ire  books and  publications from  1953. 
Finally the library w as form ally  inaugura ted  as a free public  library  
in April 1954 by the D irec to r o f  E ducation .
It now has five thousand  books, and  gets cu rren tly  m ore than  
350 periodicals. These do not include the several hundreds o f 
pamphlets, adm inistrative reports, etc. It can  be said tha t the library
is one of the tw o largest libraries in the South Pacific Islands. T he
books have been classified accord ing  to  the C olon system  o f  classifi­
cation, and a card  ca ta logue is being p repared . L ack o f staff is 
the principal reason fo r delay in the com pletion  o f  the catalogue. 
Owing to lack of space, the m ajority  o f th e  juvenile books in the 
library are at present w ith the local high school on loan. B ut the 
library is keeping a few o f the im portan t books fo r children , and also 
the juvenile periodicals.
Se r v ic e
When we revived the lib rary , story-telling to  the children  was 
a daily feature. T h is had to  be given up  due to  the increase in the 
office work.
The library has a 16mm. pro jec to r, and  instructional films are 
also screened fo r public benefit by the chairm an  o f the m anaging 
committee (Sri Swam i R u d ra n a d a ) . H e also screened p ictures 
specially for the students o f the local high school in the local theatre  
as a part of their visual education  program m e.
Documentaries w ere bo rrow ed from  the big film lib rary  w ith 
our education departm en t w hich keeps a good selection o f som e 
Commonwealth pictures as well as British docum entaries. P ictures
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w ere also borrow ed from  the Office o f the C om m issioner for India 
in Fiji, and Pakistan In fo rm ation  Service, Sydney. T he C zecho­
slovak S tate Film  U nit has presented  us w ith tw o puppet p ictures 
w hich are  very popu lar. T hree  docum entaries (o n e  w ith H indi 
com m entary ) w ere also sent by them . T he  H ungarian  Film  U nit 
has also sent a docum entary  about child w elfare.
An old van has been converted  into a sort o f travelling library , 
but this van is no t very serviceable. T h e  library  requ ires a small 
bookm obile w hich can take the equ ipm ent and accessories necessary 
fo r screening films in isolated places. T h ere  is also a proposal to 
start a hospital lib rary  service in the n ear fu ture.
O u r  C o u n t r y
T he percen tage o f literacy in Fiji is h igher than  any o ther 
coun try  in A sia and A frica  except Japan . T he standard  o f English 
is no t inferio r. T he energy, the tim e and  the m oney spent on o u r 
education  will becom e w asted w ith m ost o f o u r  people if there  is no 
public lib rary  service (especially  in a backw ard  c o lo n y ), by w hich 
they  can con tinue the ir fu rth er self-education . A nd to som e extent 
o u r lib rary  is a ttem pting  to  answ er th is need.
T he  library  has no t been successful so fa r in ob ta in ing  any 
grant from  the governm ent o r  the local bodies in the colony. It 
is difficult in an  econom ically  backw ard  co lony  to ob tain  m unificent 
donations from  the general public as in the U n ited  S tates and o ther 
advanced  countries. I f  we have built up the lib rary  no tw ithstanding  
the above lim itations, it is all due to  the help  o f  friends and institu ­
tions, m ainly overseas, w ho have generously donated  books, periodicals 
and o th e r publications. T he  R am akrishna  M ission in Fiji has been 
paying th e  salaries, rent and o th e r expenses. It is indeed a great 
burden on them . A p art from  lending books to the general public, 
the students o f the local high school are  also allow ed to  bo rrow  books 
freely from  the lib rary  u n d er a guaran tee  from  the headm aster of 
the institution.
T he R am akrishna  L ibrary  is a  V o lun teer E ducation  C en tre  for 
the U nited  N ations in Fiji. In tha t capacity , it is fu rn ish ing  m aterial 
and  in form ation  in organizing U nited N ations D ay exhibitions, 
lectures, etc. T he  lib rary  has also been helpful to the local jou rnals 
( Pacific A ffa irs. Jagriti and  Sangam ) in supplying in fo rm ation . We 
also m ake use o f the local festivals and  fairs w hen people g a th e r in 
large num bers for in troducing  the lib rary  to  them . But this had to 
be curtailed  as o u r w ork increased in o th e r d irections.
T he library  needs publications, education  films and m odern  
equipm ent to  serve the public better. T hough  books on all subjects 
o f hum an know ledge are  w elcom e, we are  specially in terested in 
publications on religion, philosophy, ag ricu ltu re , health , education , 
hom e and cottage industries. English, F ijian  and  H indi are  the 
m ain languages o f the colony. Some o f  the publica tions w hich w ere 
duplicates w ere d istribu ted  free to  o th e r educational institu tions in 
the colony.
N andi being the air-en trance  to  Fiji, num bers o f d istinguished 
people visit the  tow n in their itinerary  in Fiji. W e have had the
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privilege of receiving som e o f them  in o u r lib rary ; the m ost d istin ­
guished of them  w ere D r. Ju lian  H uxley, fo rm erly  D irector-G eneral 
of UNESCO, and B ishop P oathacum ury  of Bangalore.
O b j e c t i v e s
O ur objectives, to  borrow  from  the H aw aiian  Public L ibrary  
service, are as follow s:
‘In com m on w ith o th e r progressive libraries, we have accepted 
as our basic objectives those o f  in fo rm ation , education  and recreation . 
And because we live in an insu lar com m unity , m ade up o f people 
with varied backgrounds and nationalities, we m ust constantly  concern 
ourselves w ith the developm ent o f these individuals as citizens.
‘Today, probably  m ore than  a t any  o th e r tim e in o u r history, 
there is need fo r an in form ed populace , a people w ho can th ink  
for themselves. A nd the public library  m ust accept as its respon­
sibility that o f supplying the m ateria ls to  those citizens w ho are 
seeking answ ers to questions o f local, national and in ternational 
problems.’
REFERENCE TOOLS FOR 
SMALL LIBRARIES
C. W . T O L L E Y
N e w  Z e a l a n d  libraries do no t now com m only  w ithhold  a large 
section of their stock from  circu lation  and call it a  R eference D ep art­
ment. Instead, a sm all collection o f books o f  a quick  reference 
nature, o f varying range and som etim es haphazard ly  selected, is set 
apart from the rest o f the stock, som etim es so fa r  ap a rt th a t only 
explorative readers m anage to find them . W ithout considering  the 
merits o r dem erits o f a separate  R eference D epartm en t, one can say 
that the New Z ealand prac tice  m eans th a t in any lib rary  at any one 
time a num ber o f books poten tia lly  useful fo r reference w ork could 
be on issue. It is im portan t th a t a well-selected group  o f  books 
useful for handling  qu ick  reference inquiries in a small library, 
be set aside in a c learly  visible and accessible place and  the public 
encouraged to  use but not to bo rrow  them .
A small lib rary  should be able to  handle a good proportion  
of the quick reference inquiries it receives, and there  is no need to 
stress the im portance, in term s o f  goodw ill, o f  a lib rary  earn ing  a 
reputation fo r being able to satisfy inquirers. It w ould be rare, 
indeed, to  find a lib rary  in w hich even tw o o r  three inquiries fo r 
assistance o r  in fo rm ation  w ere no t m ade every  day. A ssistance to 
readers depends on the w illingness o f  readers to  ask questions, o r
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